please cosponsor h.res. 153 and join in a members’ amicus brief to defeat obamacare 

July 31, 2013
Dear Colleague,


I introduced H. Res. 153 in this Congress, expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that Obamacare, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, is unconstitutional because the Constitution’s Origination Clause expressly requires that all bills for raising revenue must originate in the House. Our Founders desired that the taxing power reside in the chamber most accountable to and knowledgeable of the particular circumstances of the American People.

A court case to examine this Origination Clause argument came before the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia last fall, and was decided on June 28, 2013.  The judge, an Obama appointee, held that Obamacare is constitutional on the basis that Supreme Court precedent has upheld House shell bills supplanted by the Senate. However, the District Court failed to properly distinguish Obamacare on the facts. The Supreme Court has only upheld Senate amendments imposing taxes to House revenue raising bills that were germane to the substance of the underlying House bill.  Here, Senator Harry Reid’s self-described “Senate Health Care Bill” replaced a wholly unrelated House bill, the 714 word Service Members Home Ownership Tax Act of 2009 that gave tax credits to veterans who purchase homes.  To uphold as constitutional a Senate maneuver allowing that body to originate massive new taxes is to render the Origination Clause meaningless by putting form over substance.


The case is now on appeal before the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals.  Our amicus brief in this Court will argue that Obamacare is unconstitutional as a blatant violation of the Origination Clause.  The brief, to be filed this fall, will be prepared by the Center for Constitutional Jurisprudence, which filed an amicus brief in the District Court (whose Advisory Board Chairman is Ed Meese), along with Paul Kamenar, (former senior counsel to the Washington Legal Foundation), the Honorable Joseph Schmitz (former DoD Inspector General), Nicholas Schmitz, Rhodes Scholar, and Jacki Pick (former counsel to me as Chairman of the Subcommittee on the Constitution).
Please join me (1) as a cosponsor of H. Res. 153 and (2) as a signer of the Members’ amicus brief by signing the adjacent signature page.






Most sincerely,






Trent Franks






United States Congress

